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CITY COUNCIL

Council 18 July 2024

Meeting recording: Council - Thursday, 18th July, 2024 6.00 pm (youtube.com)

Agenda item 8d. Motion — Declaration of a Water Emergency

This Council notes with concern the rapidly accelerating water crisis that
we are facing and it further notes that, following the declarations of a
climate emergency and a biodiversity emergency in 2019, actions have
been taken across the Council in relation to this issue, many in
partnership with South Cambridgeshire District Council as part of our
Shared Planning service, including:

Responding to public questions with the Water Crisis Forum 2019
An Integrated Water Management Study - the Stantec Report 2020
The Greater Cambridge Chalk Streams Report 2020

A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 2021

The Council Rivers, Safe Swimming and Sewage Motion 2022
The Council Stop Dumping Sewage in our River and Chalk
Streams Motion 2023

¢ A Water awareness campaign in 2022

e A Biodiversity Strategy 2022 — 2030

e Appointment of Chalk Stream Officer 2023

e A Designated Bathing Water area of the Cam 2024

And work to ensure that our emerging shared local plan has the highest
proposed standards of water sustainability measures, including
drainage, grey and rain water reuse.

Council resolves to continue to provide support for the ongoing work of
the Water Scarcity Group in both its focus on new supply side measures


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXpr_R1LEwo&t=15690s

to ensure timely progress with new pipelines and reservoirs for new
sustainable developments, and also to ensure that future measures for
water credits, grey and rain water recycling and retrofitting linked to new
and existing developments in and around the Greater Cambridge area
are robust and evidenced.

Council also resolves to hold Cambridge Water and Anglian Water to
their commitment to a public information/education programme that will
help residents and businesses use less water.

Council believes that, within the powers available to us, we are
responding to the water emergency that faces us, working to ensure the
sustainable development of thriving communities in Cambridge.

Council therefore resolves to continue to do so, confident that the newly
elected Labour government will provide legislative, practical and
financial support for local authorities as we deal with these pressing
issues.
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