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Climate and Nature Strategies Survey
South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge City Council have teamed up to invite people to help
shape the councils’ approaches to climate and nature work in the coming years.
The councils have set out transformative visions for a region where nature thrives, the air and rivers are
clean, communities are resilient to the changing climate, and future generations can flourish. They are
developing new strategies to take this work forwards and want local people and organisations to have their
say.
You only need to take the survey once, on either council’s website. The responses will all be analysed
together and made available to both councils.
Please note that whichever site you complete the survey on, that council will be the data controller for your
registration data, and that council will be able to keep in touch with you (according to your subscription
preferences). You may therefore prefer to complete the survey on the platform of the council where you are
a resident.
As you work your way through the survey on either platform, you will be able to choose which council’s
questions to respond to.
Part 1 of the survey will help us to understand:

your concerns about climate change and nature loss
what steps you may have already taken
how you can be supported to take further action on reducing emissions, increasing resilience to
climate impacts and helping nature recovery in Greater Cambridge

Parts 2 and 3 of the survey focus on each council’s separate strategies and their priorities.
Your feedback will help us understand how we can shape the individual strategies around the needs and
aspirations of the area and its residents.

About you

1. What is your postcode of residence?
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2. In which capacity are you responding to this survey?

Please select all relevant options.
If you are answering in a specific capacity but also fall under another category which is not listed,
please select 'Other' and specify.
Additionally, if you are responding as an elected member or behalf of a parish/town council, or if you
are responding on behalf of an organisation or interest group, please select 'Other' and specify the
name of your organisation, group, or parish/town council.
Please note, Greater Cambridge includes both the city of Cambridge and the surrounding district of
South Cambridgeshire.
*Choose as many as you like

Resident A member of the public who visits Greater
Cambridge for work, study or leisure

An elected representative On behalf of a parish council
Private company (less than 10 employees) Private company (more than 10, but less than

250, employees)
Private company (250 or more employees) Public sector organisation
Community or voluntary organisation Education or research organisation
A representative group representing multiple
members

An individual from outside Greater Cambridge

An organisation based outside of Greater
Cambridge

Other

If 'Other', please specify

3. If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, what is the name of it? (optional)

Part 1a: General Awareness and Understanding

4. How concerned are you about the impacts of climate change in Greater Cambridge?

*Only choose one option.

Very concerned
Somewhat concerned
Not concerned
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5. What do you see as the most urgent climate-related and nature-related challenges in Greater
Cambridge?

*Choose between 1 and 3 options

Biodiversity loss / loss of nature Water quality issues
Water scarcity Sea level rise
Increasing inequalities Disruption to travel
Damage to infrastructure (e.g. roads, railways,
power lines)

Disruption to business / economy

Disruption to supply chains and logistics Financial impacts (e.g., increased energy
demand for cooling, unpredictable prices for
goods

Impact to health Extreme weather events (please specifiy)

If 'Extreme weather events (please specifiy)', please specify

6. Have you, your community, or your business already experienced impacts as a result of climate
change?

If Yes, please proceed to question 7.
If No, please proceed to question question 8.
*Only choose one option.

Yes
No

7. Please specify what the impact was and if you have taken any action as a result of this.
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8. How do you think climate change will affect you, your community or your business in the next
five years?

Part 1b: Support and Engagement

9. Are you currently taking action to address climate change and protect nature in Greater
Cambridge (e.g., doing things to reduce carbon emissions or ensuring you are prepared for the
impacts of climate change)?

If Yes, please proceed to question 10.
If No, please proceed to question 12.

*Only choose one option.

Yes
No
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10. Please select which steps you have already taken, and which steps you would or would not
consider taking?

For each row, mark one circle with a cross to indicate your preference.

Already done/doing Would consider doing Would not consider

Regularly switching off lights
and appliances

Keeping the thermostat set no
higher than 21 degrees
Celsius

Buying energy efficient
appliances

Draught proofing windows
and doors

Loft insulation

Cavity wall insulation

External wall insulation

Replacing gas heating with
renewable heating systems
(e.g. heat pumps)

Generating renewable
electricity (e.g. solar PV, solar
thermal systems)

Buying more seasonal or
locally produced food

Reducing consumption of
meat and dairy

Repairing clothes, electrical
items or other goods

Swapping, donating or selling
unwanted goods

Recycling household waste
(paper, glass, cans, plastic etc)

Separating garden waste for
collection

Separating food waste for
collection

Composting

Reduced car use through
active travel (i.e., walking or
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cycling)

Purchased or leased an
electric vehicle

Reduced car use through use
of public transport

11. If you are taking steps which are not mentioned above, please provide more details. (optional)

12. What motivates you to improve nature and take action on climate change?

Select all that apply.
*Choose as many as you like

The climate crisis Protecting local wildlife and habitats
Saving money on energy and bills Improving my health and wellbeing
Being part of a community effort Concern for future generations
Setting a good example for others To develop my business and improve business

performance
To make my business resilient Meeting customer/shareholder/investor

expectations
To attract/retain employees To access green finance
Other (please specify)

If 'Other (please specify)', please specify



Page 7

13. What barriers do you face to taking action on climate change and improving nature in Greater
Cambridge?

Select all that apply.
*Choose as many as you like

High upfront cost of low-carbon options Limited access to finance or funding
Lack of time or capacity to make changes Lack of information or clear guidance
Difficulty managing or measuring
business/organisation's carbon emissions

Return on investment is too low or takes too
long to realise

Unsuitable housing or property constraints
e.g., listed buildings, lack of space

Do not own property (house/flat/office)

Difficulty accessing public transport or
walking and cycling options

Unaware of / unable to find community
initiatives or support

Feeling that individual actions wont make
much of a difference

Other priorities at this time

Reputational risk / greenwashing if get it
wrong

Uncertainty about future government policy
or regulation

Other (please specify)

If 'Other (please specify)', please specify

14. What type of support would be most helpful for you as an individual, organisation, or business to
aid emissions reduction and climate resilience?

Select all that apply.
*Choose as many as you like

Grant funding Training
Access to Finance / Green Finance Networking opportunities
Guidance and resources Access to expert advice
Other (please specify)

If 'Other (please specify)', please specify
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15. If you were looking for guidance on action to reduce emissions (including home energy efficiency
measures), increase your resilience, or support nature recovery, where would you look for
information or advice?

*Choose as many as you like

Local Council Friends/neighbours
Examples in my community A trusted contractor
Local environmental groups Non-profit organisations
Other (please specify)

If 'Other (please specify)', please specify

Section 2: Strategy Feedback
Thank you for completing the survey so far.
Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council have aligned on objectives and
themes of their respective strategies. However, due to the difference in geographies and contexts that
the local authorities operate in, each organisation has different priorities and actions which sit under
each objective. You will have the opportunity to feedback on both strategies.

16. Do you wish to provide further feedback on Cambridge City Council's strategy?

If Yes, please proceed to Question 17.
If No, please proceed to Question 36.
*Only choose one option.

Yes
No

17. To what extent do you support Cambridge City Council’s vision for its new Climate Change
Strategy (2026-2031)?

Our vision is for a city where people and nature enjoy a clean river and clean air in species-rich and
connected green spaces. We also want to play our part in slowing/preventing/minimising climate
change, and supporting our communities to adapt to the changing climate.
*Only choose one option.

Strongly support
Support
Oppose
Strongly oppose
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18. Rate your level of support for each of the objectives in the Climate Change Strategy.

For each row, mark one circle with a cross to indicate your preference.

Strongly
support

Support Oppose Strongly
oppose

Transport: Reducing the need
for fossil fuel–powered travel
and encouraging the use of
low- and zero-carbon modes of
transport to reduce emissions

Energy & Retrofit: Improving
energy efficiency and climate
resilience of homes and
buildings across Cambridge

Nature & Water: Enhancing
nature, increasing tree canopy
cover, and safeguarding water
to help Cambridge adapt to the
impacts of climate change

Sustainable Food: Increasing
access to local, low-impact,
seasonal food and reducing
food waste

Waste Minimisation: Reducing
waste and supporting a
circular economy

Supply Chain & Finance:
Reducing emissions and
maximising the social and
environmental value of
procurement and partnerships
across the city

Community Support &
Behaviour Change (ensuring a
just transition): Providing
accessible and inclusive
support to communities and
residents to empower and
enable low-carbon behaviour
change
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19. If you have any further comments on key objectives, please add them here. (optional)

20. We’ve introduced some new areas of focus in this Climate Change Strategy. Please tell us how
supportive you are of the council taking these areas of work forward over the next 5 years and
share any feedback you may have.

Please see page 5 of the Draft Strategy Outline for more information on areas of focus.
For each row, mark one circle with a cross to indicate your preference.

Strongly
support

Support Oppose Strongly
oppose

Developing a collaborative
city-wide plan for climate

Consideration of offsetting

Working with suppliers to
measure and reduce emissions
(Council Scope 3 emissions)

Supporting community energy
projects

Supporting and applying
research and innovation on
climate change

Reducing emissions from
Commercial Properties
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21. Do you think that there is anything within Cambridge City Council’s control or influence, that has
not been covered within objectives and action areas of the strategy but should be?

22. Is there anything else that you think Cambridge City Council could do within its control or
influence, to support you to take action on climate change?

23. If you have any further comments on, or ideas for, the Climate Change Strategy to add that you
feel have not been covered within the survey, please provide them here. (optional)
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24. Would you like to answer 5 additional questions to help shape some other areas of the council's
work, such as the development of a heat network and the Urban Forest strategy?

If Yes, please proceed to question 25.
If No, please proceed to question 31.
*Only choose one option.

Yes
No

25. How important do you think it is to increase tree canopy cover in Cambridge as part of climate
change adaption?

For example, providing shade, cooling, flood mitigation?
*Only choose one option.

Very important
Important
Not important

26. What benefits do you most value from trees in Cambridge in the context of climate change?

*Choose between 1 and 3 options

Shade and cooling during heatwaves Carbon storage
Improved air quality Habitat for wildlife and pollinators
Improved health and wellbeing Other (please specify)

If 'Other (please specify)', please specify

27. How supportive are you of the council taking stronger measures to protect existing trees that
provide climate resilience benefits?

For example, providing shade, carbon storage, biodiversity.
*Only choose one option.

Strongly support
Support
Oppose
Strongly Oppose
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28. What do you think is the most effective way to balance tree protection with the need for
development in Cambridge in the context of climate change?

*Only choose one option.

Strengthening protection for existing trees
Increase tree planting requirements in new developments
Other (please specify)

If 'Other (please specify)', please specify

Section 2: Heat Networks
To help shape the council's work on the development of a district heat network, please answer the
following questions.

29. Are you aware of the Government's work on heat network zoning?

If Yes, please proceed to question 30.
If No, please proceed to question 31.
*Only choose one option.

Yes
No

Section 2: Heat Networks

30. If a heat network zone were to be implemented in Cambridge, do you feel that connecting to a
heat network would enable you to decarbonise your property (home or building) more easily?

*Only choose one option.

Yes
No

Section 2: Call for Information

31. Are you responding to this survey in the capacity of a business, public sector organisation, or
community organisation?

If Yes, please proceed to question 32.
If No, please proceed to question 36.
*Only choose one option.

Yes
No
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Section 2: Call for Information
We are developing a city-wide plan which will to help build a more united approach to addressing
climate change in Cambridge, reflect the depth and breadth of climate and nature action taking place
across the city and provide a shared framework for scaling impact.
To help us build this we would like to understand more about what businesses, public sector and
community organisations are planning to do to tackle climate change and enhance nature in
Cambridge, and the commitments that have been made to this.
If you are an organisation or business, we would be very grateful if you could complete the next stage of
the survey. If you are completing this survey as an individual, please do not complete this section.

32. Would you like to be involved in developing a city-wide climate plan?

If Yes, please proceed to question 33.
If No, please proceed to question 36.
*Only choose one option.

Yes
No

Section 2: Call for Information

33. Please tell us more about what your organisation (business, public sector or community
organisation) will be doing to address climate change and enhance nature in Cambridge.

Please describe your future projects or initiatives, to help us to build a broader picture of action on
climate change across the city. Please also describe what outcomes or changes your organisation is
hoping to achieve or deliver through these initiatives

34. Please upload any relevant documentation or links here which would provide information on
your plans and commitments for addressing climate change and/or enhancing nature, such as a
Climate Change or Sustainability Strategy (optional)

This field cannot be completed on paper. Please use the online version of this form instead.
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35. Please provide the most appropriate email address to contact you or your organisation to ensure
you are included in future communications and events about the city-wide plan.

If you’d prefer to discuss the city-wide plan further before sharing any documentation or
commitments, please state here and someone from the team will be in touch to follow up with you. 

Section 3: Strategy Feedback

36. Do you wish to provide further feedback on South Cambridgeshire District Council's strategy?

If Yes, please proceed to question 37.
If No, please proceed to question 48.
*Only choose one option.

Yes
No
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Section 3: Strategic Priorities
The new South Cambridgeshire District Council Climate and Nature Strategy 2026-2030 will replace
the pre-existing Zero Carbon and Doubling Nature Strategies, recognising the link between our natural
environment and our climate. It will look at how we can both mitigate and adapt to climate change.
This strategy sets out the approach and key areas of priority for South Cambridgeshire as we work
towards an environmentally thriving, net zero district, resilient to the impacts of climate change.

Contact

South Cambridgeshire District Council Climate & Environment Team:
climateandenvironment@scambs.gov.uk

37. Please rank the following key strategic themes selected as the focus for the Climate and Nature
strategy in order of importance.

1 being the most important and 7 being the least important.
Please write a number from 1 (most preferred) and 7 (least preferred) in each box. Use each number
exactly once.

Transport

Energy & Retrofit

Nature & Water

Sustainable Food

Waste Minimisation

Community Support & Behaviour

Business, Supply Chain, & Finance

38. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the key strategic challenges facing South
Cambridgeshire have been fairly represented in the Strategy?

*Only choose one option.

Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly disagree

mailto:climateandenvironment@scambs.gov.uk
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39. If you have further comments on the key strategic challenges, or you would like to suggest other
challenges not listed above, please add them here. (optional)

40. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the key strategic opportunities have been fairly
represented in the strategy?

*Only choose one option.

Strongly agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly disagree

41. If you have further comments on the key strategic opportunities, or you would like to suggest
other opportunities not listed above, please add them here. (optional)
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42. The strategy is framed around the internationally recognised United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals to ensure that actions taken on climate and nature recovery maximise co-
benefits for communities. Co-benefits are positive outcomes that result from another action.
Please rank the goals in as you would like to be prioritised as co-benefits for South
Cambridgeshire or believe they are important in South Cambridgeshire. (optional)

Please write a number from 1 (most preferred) and 17 (least preferred) in each box. Use each number
exactly once.

No Poverty

Zero Hunger

Good Health and Well-being

Quality Education

Gender Equality

Clean Water and Sanitation

Affordable and Clean Energy

Decent Work and Economic Growth

Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure

Reduced Inequalities

Sustainable Cities and Communities

Responsible Consumption and Production

Climate Action

Life Below Water

Life On Land

Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions

Partnerships for the Goals
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43. Please provide any further comments you wish to make on the Sustainable Development Goals or
co-benefits of action on climate and nature. (optional)

Section 3: Support and Engagement

44. Do you think that there is anything within South Cambridgeshire’s control or influence, that has
not been covered within the objectives and action areas of the strategy but should be?
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45. Is there anything else that you think that South Cambridgeshire’s District Council could do within
its control or influence to support you to take action on climate change?

46. The successful implementation of the Climate and Nature Strategy will require involvement from
communities, residents and businesses from across the district. Please provide any further
comments on how you think the strategy can be successfully implemented.
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47. If you have any further comments on, or ideas for, the Climate and Nature Strategy that you feel
have not been covered within the survey, please provide them here.

48. Would you like to help us understand who is taking part in this survey by telling us a bit more
about yourself?

Please note that all of these questions are optional. You can complete as many or as few of these
questions as want and still have your consultation response accepted.  
However, they are useful for us to understand who is responding to our consultations and helping us
inform our decision making, allowing us to potentially identify any underrepresented groups. 

If Yes, please proceed to question 49.
If No, please proceed to Thank you for feeding back on our strategies.
*Only choose one option.

Yes
No

About you

49. Which of the following describes how you think of yourself? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

Male
Female
In another way
Prefer not to say

50. Year of birth (optional)
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51. Do you consider yourself to be trans or have a trans history? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

Yes
No
Prefer not to say

52. What is your religion or belief? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

No religion Buddhist
Christian Hindu
Muslim Jewish
Sikh Other
Prefer not to say

53. Do you have any physical or mental health conditions or illnesses lasting or expecting to last 12
months or more? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

Yes
No
Prefer not to say

54. Do any of your conditions or illnesses reduce your ability to carry out day-to-day activities?
(optional)

*Only choose one option.

Yes, a lot
Yes, a little
Not at all
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55. What is your ethnic group? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

Arab Asian or Asian British (Indian)
Asian or Asian British (Pakistani) Asian or Asian British (Bangladeshi)
Asian or Asian British (Chinese) Asian or Asian British (Other)
Black or Black British (Caribbean) Black or Black British (African)
Black or Black British (Other) Mixed or multiple ethnic group (White and

Black Caribbean)
Mixed or multiple ethnic group (White and
Black African)

Mixed or multiple ethnic group (White and
Asian)

Mixed or multiple ethnic group (Other mix) White (English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern
Irish/British)

White (Gypsy or Irish Traveller) White (Irish)
White (Roma) White (Other)
Other (not listed elsewhere) Prefer not to say

56. What best describes your relationship status? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

Cohabiting Divorced or civil partnership dissolved
In a civil partnership Married
Separated but still legally married or in a civil
partnership

Single (never married or never in a civil
partnership)

Widowed or surviving partner from a civil
partnership

Prefer not to say

57. Are you currently looking after a family member, partner, or friend in need of help because they
are ill, frail or have a disability? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

Yes
No
Prefer not to say

58. Which of the following best describes your sexual orientation? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

Bisexual Gay or Lesbian
Heterosexual/straight Other
Prefer not to say
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59. Are you currently pregnant or have you given birth in the past 6 months? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

Yes
No
Prefer not to say

60. Which of these best describes what you are doing at present? (optional)

*Only choose one option.

Employee in full-time job (Fixed 30 hours plus
per week)

Employee in part-time job (Fixed under 30
hours per week)

Employee in full-time/part-time job (Zero
hours contract)

Self-employed - full time or part time

Apprenticeship Unemployed but looking for work
Full-time education or training (including
school, college or university) and in
employment or looking for employment

Full-time education or training (including
school, college or university) and not not
looking for or in employment

Long-term sick/disabled Retired whether receiving a pension or not
Looking after the home/family Other
Prefer not to say

61. Which of the following best describes the industry or sector that your company operates in?
(optional)

This question is for individuals registering on behalf of a business only.
*Only choose one option.

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing Mining and Quarrying
Manufacturing Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air Conditioning

Supply
Water Supply, Sewerage, Waste Management
and Remediation Activities

Construction

Wholesale and Retail Trade (mechanic,
hairdresser, cafe etc.)

Transportation and Storage

Accommodation and Food Service Activities Information and Communication
Financial and Insurance Activities Real Estate Activities
Professional, Scientific and Technical
Activities

Administrative and Support Service Activities

Public Administration & Defence, and
Compulsory Social Security

Education

Human Health and Social Work Activities Arts, Entertainment and Recreation
Other
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62. How many employees, including yourself, are there in total in the business? (optional)

This question is for individuals registering on behalf of a business only.
*Only choose one option.

1 (Sole Trader) 2-9
10-49 50-99
100-249 250-499
500+

63. How long has your business been established? (optional)

This question is for individuals registering on behalf of a business only.
*Only choose one option.

Less than 1 year 1-2 years
3-5 years 6-10 years
11-20 years More than 20 years
Don't Know

Thank you for feeding back on our strategies.
Please send your response to:
Communications
South Cambridgeshire District Council
South Cambridgeshire Hall
6010 Cambourne Business Park
Cambourne
Cambridge
CB23 6EA
Your responses will be reviewed and analysed and will help to inform the development of both council's
strategies. Further updates will be provided in the coming months following the continued development of
these strategies.
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